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UM CELEBRATES MATH AWARENESS WEEK
MISSOULA-
The Department of Mathematical Sciences at The University of Montana will celebrate 
Math Awareness Week April 26-30 with a full slate of activities. The events will commemorate 
the nationwide celebration of Mathematics Awareness Month in April. The theme of the month 
this year is ‘ Mathematics and Biology” to highlight the many contributions mathematics makes 
to biological areas such as brain research, the human genome and modeling blood flow.
The UM math department will use Math Awareness Week to recognize outstanding 
undergraduate and graduate students with scholarships and prizes. The department also will 
host a potluck picnic and softball game, as well as two colloquium talks related to the math 
month theme. Events scheduled are:
-  a talk titled “Introduction to Cellular Automata” Tuesday, April 27, at 4:10 p.m. in 
Liberal Arts Building Room 106. UM math Professor William Derrick will be the speaker.
-  the annual Mathematics Awards Ceremony on Thursday, April 29, from 3:30 to 5 
p.m. in Turner Hall’s Dell Brown Room. The public is invited to join the math department for 
refreshments as a variety of scholarships and awards are presented to students. New members 
also will be inducted into Pi Mu Epsilon, a national mathematics honor society.
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-  a lecture titled “Controllability of Excitable Cells” Friday, April 30, at 4:10 p.m. in 
Forestry Building Room 106. Mark Pernarowski from the math department at Montana State 
University will be the speaker.
-  the Annual Math Department Spring Potluck/Barbecue on Friday, April 30, at 5:30 
p.m. at Bonner Park. The event will feature a faculty vs. students softball game.
During Mathematics Awareness Month celebrations take place at colleges, universities 
and research laboratories across the country. More information about the month is available at 
http: //forum. s warthmore. edu/mam.
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